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Principal’s Message 


Westview welcomed the beginning of second semester as staff and 
students joined together to eat breakfast in our school cafeteria. At this time, 
we were able to extend congratulations to Maria Palermo, Vice Principal, on 
the birth of her son, Michael. Maria will take 2001 off on a parenting leave. 
It was also our chance to welcome Joanne Zimny, the former Program Team 
Leader in School and Community Services from Emery, as our new Vice 
Principal. 

The school has come alive in the anticipation of = The students 
have been planning a Semi Formal dance as well as the Prom on May 31". 
February 14 brought roses to Westview as a Yearbook fundraiser in order to 
subsidize a wonderful yearbook. 

February is African Heritage month and Westview welcomes Akwatu 
Khenti and many school activities to help us celebrate. During this month, 
` former Westview graduates who are now attending York University are 
sharing their experiences as they visit Grade 9 English classes at Westview. 

We continue to welcome many visitors to Westview this month! Our 
Production Publishing-program was officially opened on February 14. This 
School-to-Work Transition project with Xerox Canada allows students to get 
a taste of running their own small publishing company right within the school. 
We also hosted the Jordanian Minister of Education and his guests on 
February 224. They were most impressed by our Information 
Communication Technology programs. 

Spring brings the official opening of the Westview Fitness Centre. Our 


new location allows us to extend our current program. We have acquired an - 


Atlantis universal weight machine, new lifecycles, and treadmills. The 
students and staff are keen to use these new facilities. 

We enjoy the pleasant sounds of violins in the halls of Westview as our 
Music (strings) program begins. We look forward to performances of our 
Grade 9 band members who have been practicing very diligently during their 
lunch hour class. 

Since I have last written to you about the happenings at Westview, we 
have had some quieter months in terms of our usual bustle of activities. The 
leadership students have many new ideas from revitalizing the courtyards at 
Westview to bringing back the recycling program. - 

We encourage parents to attend ‘Meet the Teacher Night’ on Thursday, 
March 22 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. The achievements of our staff and students 
will also be honoured at our Celebration of Success in May. Look forward to 
more details in our April newsletter. 

Hope to see you at our Westview School Council meeting on Thursday, 
March 29" at 7:00 p.m. We will take a moment that evening, in addition to 
our regular agenda, to highlight our strong English and Mathematics 
departments at Westview. 
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I CONGRATULATIONS! 


Over 150 Westview Students Met 
Honours Criteria in Sem.1 


Congratulations to Westview’s honour 
students for Semester 1. Over 150 students 
from Grades 9-OAC met the following 

` criteria for the Honour roll: 

- a final mark of not less than 70% for 
each subject taken, 

- enrolled in 4 subjects, or at least 3 if a 
student is in a senior year,. with a 
minimum of 22 credits towards 
O.S.S.D., and 

- an overall average of 80% or more. 

Students who met the Honour roll 
criteria will be contacted by their Vice- 


` Principals and will be recognized in spring. 


It’s never too late to be an honour 
student in Semester 2. Simply,:set your 
goals, aim high, work towards it and focus 
on success. 


M.E.T.A. Organization Bursary 
Awards 
Congratulations to Kehinde Adebisi, 
and Althea Getfield as recipients of the 
M.E.T.A. Organization Bursary Awards. 


Westview’s First Cisco Graduates 

Mr. Jones.and Ms. Barratt congratulate 

-the 18 students who have completed the 
Cisco networking program. The Cisco 
courses have been developed to help prepare 
students for the CCNA (Cisco Certified 
Networking Associate) exam. Students who 
pass the exam with an average of 68% and 
above will receive a CCNA certificate. This 
certificate is recognized by the business 
industry and can offer students an entry- 
level job starting at a salary of $40,000+ . 
Students can further their career by 
achieving their CCNP (Cisco Certified 
Internetworking Expert). 

The Cisco Networking Academy 
program centers on teaching students to 
design, build, and maintain computer 
networks for the 21 * century workplace. 
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Educational Opportunities 








Production Publishing 


_ Production Publishing is a new 
course offered at Westview that 
promotes the skills students need to 
enter the work force. In this school- 
to-work transition program, students 
are trained to use the Docutech 135 
(an electronic reprographic system), 
the Xerox 5799 (colour copier), and 
various software programs to 
enhance the students’ publishing 
skills. 

One special aspect of the course 
will be the publishing services 
offered by. the students to the staff 
and students of Westview. By 
opening the production center (shop 
5) during class time, students gain 
hands-on knowledge of the skills 
required to successfully mn a 
business and excel in customer 
relations. à 

In fact, during semester one, 
over 250,000 printing impressions 
were made for the staff of Westview. 
Along with our work for the school, 
the students helped print 124,500 
booklets for a joint venture with 
Xerox and Classroom Connections. 
This project alone amounted to a 
print job, which exceeded 
2,700,000 (!) impressions. 

In the future, we. hope to open 
the production center for all periods 
and offer photocopying services to 
everyone at Westview. 


_ History Goes High Tech 


Thanks to the efforts of Ms. 
Swarup, Ms. Cheong and Mr. Duffin, 


the Social Science department has | 


developed an interesting way to 
blend History curriculum with 
Westview’s technology. The idea 
involved blending the use of 
POWER POINT software, the 
Internet and hard copy materials to 
explore different themes of WWI. 
The result was the creation of a very 


professional looking electronic 
presentation, written entirely by Mr. 
Duffin’s grade 10 classes covering 
topics ranging from the causes of the 
war to how it affected the home front 
in Canada. 

The exceptional work is 
available for anyone to view at our 
school website: 

westview.tbsb.on.ca 
Due to the success of this joint 


` effort, other history classes will be 
_ implementing this process into their 


courses. 


Science Field Trip to 
University of Toronto 
by Amarjeet Chhabra 





Last November, 47 Westview 
students from .Grades 9 to OAC 
attended a field trip to the University - 
of Toronto. It included a tour of the 
Faculties of Medicine and Applied 
Science and Engineering as well as 
the medical museum and some of the 
labs. We met Dr. Miriam Rossi, the 
Associate Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine, who facilitated our tour of 
the medical building. We also met 
Dr. Ian Taylor, the Director of the 
Anatomy Department who showed 
us a cadaver! Students of our school 


were also very fortunate to hear the ` 


lecture presentation on Global 
Benefits of Science and Technology 
by Dr. Mae Jemison, a renowned 
astronaut, 
engineer and 
doctor. 


Dr. Jemison 
was the first 
woman of colour 
| to venture into 

space when she 
flew as an astronaut on board the 
space shuttle Endeavor. At age 16, 
she entered Stanford University and 
graduated with a degree in chemical 
engineering. Her experience as well. 
as her knowledge of science, 





medicine, engineering and languages 
inspired Dr. Jemison to found her 
international company, The Jemison 
Group, Inc. Dr. Jemison also founded 
‘The Earth We Share an 


international science camp for 


students aged 12 to 16 that builds 
critical thinking and problem solving 
skills. She was also the host and 
technical consultant on the Discovery 
Channel’s series ‘World of Wonder’. 


A woman of unbelievable 
energy and purpose, and a dedicated 
educator, Dr. Jemison’s prolific 
‘accomplishments have advanced our 
understanding of space and the 
earth’s resources. 

In her speech, she inspired us to 
achieve excellence and explained the 
purpose of her work and her 
dedication to education. 

This was really a fun-filled trip 
and a learning experience for 
students at Westview. Dr. Jemison is 
indeed an exceptional human being. 


Public Health at Westview 


The Public Health Department is 
committed to working with the 
school community to identify and 
address health-related needs. The 
Public Health nurse at Westview will 
be promoting lifestyle topics 
through monthly displays from 
January to May. These displays will 
correspond with health themes for 
each month and are as follows: 


January 23 — National Non- 
‘Smoking Week 

February 13 — Sexual Health 

Awareness Week - 

March 20 — Nutrition Month 

April 17 — Injury Prevention Week 

May 15 — National Fitness Month. 


Please drop by the main foyer - 
on the above days to talk to Joanne 
McKinlay, the Public Health Nurse. 
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At Westview 





University of Waterloo 
Math Contests 

On Wednesday, February 21, 
30 students from grades 9, 10, and 
11, participated in the Canadian 
Mathematics Competition sponsored 
by the University of Waterloo. 
Students in grade 9 wrote the Pascal 
contest, grade 10 students wrote the 
Cayley contest while grade 11 
students wrote the Fermat contest. 

Contest’ questions focused on 
problem solving and required 
students to utilize their higher order 
thinking skills. Preparation and 
writing of the contest provide 
enrichment for students and also 
expose them to a variety of problem- 
solving techniques. 

The Westview student with the 
highest score for each grade will 
receive a medal. Students who place 
in the top 10 per cent of all 
contestants will be awarded a 
certificate of distinction. 

The mathematics department 

congratulates our students for all 
their effort and hard work in writing 
their respective contest. 





Grade 9 Math 


Assessment 





In January, approximately 120 
of our grade 9 students wrote the 
new provincial grade 9 Math test. 

This standardized test is an 
assessment tool providing 
information on what students know, 
where improvements need to be 
made, and what additional support 
can be given to students. 

The test spanned four class 
periods and also included a student 
questionnaire. The majority of our 
Math students from semester 1 wrote 
the test. In May/June, all current 
grade 9 Math students will write the 


test. Materials in the test are based 


on the grade 9 Math curriculum, and — 


grade 9 Math teachers are 
encouraged to complete . most 
expectations before the test dates. 

As of January 2002, students 
will be required to do a performance- 
based activity component as well. 


A MAGNIFICENT 


EXPERIENCE 
By Farhia Farrah 





Throughout the semester, 
students of Ms. Smith’s PPC class 
and Ms. Wright’s Leadership class 
learned a lot of things. One in 
particular is that “people must care 
and show it”, which is exactly what 
we accomplished when we went to 
the Yorkview Lifecare Center. For 
over twenty years, Westview 
students have been going to the 
center to visit the senior citizens and 
throw a holiday party for them. This 
Christmas was one of the best 
holiday parties the senior students 
have ever held for the elderly. The 
students showed great energy 


towards making the senior citizens . 


happy. “It was a life-fulfilling 
experience”, said Nakia Leacock, 


one of the students who participated _ 


in the event. 

Visiting the residents has been 
a tradition and wouldn’t have taken 
place if it were not for the support of 
Westview. “We couldn’t have done 
this without the help of Westview 
students and staff,” said Mohamed 
Azimi. Without the help of 
Westview’s contributions, the senior 
PPC and Leadership class would not 
have had the chance to buy the 
residents food and presents. 
‘Fulfilling others is a fulfillment in 
itself’, said Tenisha Mitchell, who 
defined what it felt like to bring joy 
into the lives of the residents. At the 
holiday party the senior students put 


on an impressive show singing 
Christmas carols, dancing and 
talking to the senior citizens. “I 
didn’t realize what senior homes 
were like. It made me happy to be 
able to make a difference in the lives 
of the elderly’, said Yasin Hamza, 
who spent most of the time listening 
to the residents. 

“Looking into the senior 
citizens eyes made me realize not to 


_ take life for granted”, said Hawa 


Osman who also participated in this 
event. The senior students felt it was 
a good experience, and the event 
made some students think about the 
way their own life is going. “It was 
one of the most rewarding 
experiences I have ever had”, said 
Ms. Smith and she hopes it was 
rewarding for the residents of the 
Lifecare Centre. 


Youth Advisory 


Committee 





For several years, the Youth 
Advisory 
Committee (Youth 
Clinical Services) 
has been serving the 
Jane and Finch 
community. The Committee consist 
of approximately 20 members, and e 
weekly meetings currently occur at 
Westview Centennial S.S. 

Led by Kerzi-Leigh Sewell, our 
goal is to offer help and plan events 
in our community to promote pride. 
Our past accomplishments include an 
activity day at the Children’s Ward at 
H.R.R.H., Wac-Yac Day, 
Elementary School Colouring 
Contest, and a party at the Palisades 
Daycare. Future endeavors include 
more volunteerism at different 
municipal organizations as a sequel 
to ‘Wac-Yac Day’. Be prepared to 
see us around the community at one 
of our future events. 





Fe et cee STE en ERAT TES So SL SNR DRS EE SS SSE 
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A wonderful gathering took 
place on February 16 as Westview 
staff and students shared in a 
breakfast get-together. 

It was an opportunity for all to 
chat informally and to sample a 
delicious assortment of treats. The 
‘smiles and happy faces in’ these 
photos express the light-hearted 
mood of the moming. A huge thank 
you to all the student helpers who 
assisted with the early morning 
setup. 

The administrative team thanks 
Westview students for the 
presentation of flowers. 


STAFF/ STUDENT BREAKFAST 
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Global Visitors Choose Westview Centennial 
Secondary School for ICT 





Last Thursday, February 22, the 
Minister of Education and his 
delegation from a middle-eastern 
country came to see out ICT 
(information Communications 
Technology) program. 

Many students displayed 
outstanding samples of their use of 
ICT in the C4C (Centre for Change), 
including examples of animation and 
GIS as the tools they used to present 
their research to their teachers and 
classes. 

Our visitors had lots of 
questions and expressed a strong 
desire for their students to share in 
similar successes. 



















Mr. Toucan visits a Computer Studies class 


Businessman and former Westview student, Naveed Ali, stops Narmatha Nadarajah explains the Pan-Canadian video 
in the library to discuss web animation conference to our guests in the C4C 
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Message from the 
S10 5 (010) EKAIN [O] i 


Thank you to all the parents 
who have shown support by 
attending our meetings during 
Semester 1. We will continue to 
meet in Semester 2 and are inviting 
all parents to assume an active role. 
The School Council, an integral part 
of our school community, will work 
together with the staff, students, 
parents and the community in 
supporting school initiatives and 
programs. Parents and guardians are 
encouraged to attend ‘Meet the 
Teachers Nigh? on March’ 22 ™ 
Looking forward to seeing you on 
March 29" ‘at the next School 
Council meeting. 


School Council 2000/2001 





Acting School Council Chair 
Lloyd Williams 


Executive Membership 
Continuing from 1999/2000 
school year 


2001 Student Council 


Student leadership is an 
important part of any school and 
Westview is no exception. The 
leadership provided by the Student 
Council is vital to the attitude of the 
school and the student body. The 
Student Council has coordinated the 
sales of student Price Cards that are 
used to obtain discounts at a variety 
of establishments in the Greater 
Toronto Area. The Council has also 
recently been involved with the 
successful complementary breakfast 
that was held on Friday, February 
16”. Many students and staff enjoyed 
a wide variety of treats that the 
school provided. 


Due to many unforeseen 
restrictions, the many events that 
were planned for the first semester 
were not able to be set into motion. 
However, the future looks bright and 
we are glad to announce that 
sometime in March we will ‘be 
having the long awaited Semi- 


Formal. The exact date is to be 


announced. There will be a spirit © 


week also set for March and the 
details will be relayed to you soon. 
During the first semester we 
acquired representatives from every 
TAP group. We have not forgotten 
the TAP reps and will be reviving 
this initiative so they will play an 
important role in our upcoming 
events. We have many ideas waiting 


to be set into action, but we are — 


always looking for suggestions on 
what you, the students, would like to 
see done. If you have any thoughts 
you can either talk to one of us 
personally or you can leave a 
message in our box in the office. You 


can also contact your TAP rep when 


they are in a more active role during 
the first week of March. We would 
like to stress that even though we 
have appeared to be passive in the 
past, we are’ seizing the right 
opportunity to-accomplish the things 
that we set out to do. We need your 
cooperation and support if we are to 
make the remaining school year 
enjoyable and memorable. 


President - Shami Phagoo 
Vice-President - Garvy Gov 


Social Convenor - Anand Ramsuchit 
Treasurer - Sharmila Ganesharajah 


Secretary - Sarwat Anwer 


Prom Committee-2001 


The Prom Committee has been 
busy working to create another 
spectacular prom for Westview! 
We’ve been successful in fund 
raising and have only a few months 
before we reach our goal. With the 
ideas we’ve put together, we're 
hoping to make this year’s prom as 
special as possible. We look forward 
to the month of May when we 
celebrate another memorable 
Westview prom, an evening to 
remember! 


Important Reminder 


Students who received an 
Immunization Notice from the 
Toronto Public Health Department 
are reminded to submit to the Main 
Office updated immunization 


SY (ef aliiter: alm Br-1(2t= 
(Feb. 23 — Apr. 18) 


Feb 23 Report Cards 
(Sem. 1) ; 


Newsletter 


Staff Meeting 


interim Reports 


March Break 


Meet the 
EEG 


School Council 
Meeting 

Staff Meeting 
Holiday 


Term 4 Begins 





Principal 
S. Sumner 


Vice Principals 


M. Henkle L. Mayeda 
F. Santos J. Zimny 


Superintendent 
U. Finucane 


Trustee . 
S. Payne 


Westview Centennial Secondary 
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